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Counterpart German Application No. 101 13 069.4-35 



In this action, the following references are cited for the first time. The numbering will 
apply for this and all further proceedings: 



1) 


DE 44 23 717 CI 


2) 


EP0555 003 Al 


3) 


EP0 189 253 A2 


4) 


WO 95/17 129 Al 


5) 


FR2 726 178 Al 


6) 


FR2 679 766 Al 


7) 


US 5 735 904 A 



Prior art references which would stand in the way of a patent cannot be discovered up 
until now. In addition to the references cited by the applicant in the description introduction, 
namely already cited German Patent Publications DE 197 16 300 CI and DE 197 53 236 CI, 
publications (1) through (7) above were discovered. However, these publications, according to 
tne opinion of the Examiner, do not disclose any further development of the prior art, so that an 
acknowledgement of the state of the art known therefrom does not appear to be necessary in the 
description introduction. Nevertheless, if the applicant believes it to be necessary to 
acknowledge one of these publications in the description introduction as the known state of the 
art, a corresponding revision of the application documents is requested. Otherwise, the grant of a 
patent can proceed with the present documents. 

Examining Group for Class A 61 F 
Doctor of Jurisprudence/Engineer Bechtold 
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Howmedica International Inc. 
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